
Note from AFA President – The Budget 
 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 
 
AFA Members, Congressional staffers, Civic Leaders, and DOCA members, I remain concerned about the overall 
level of government spending … and about the amount given to Defense. Last week a Senator released some very 
interesting numbers on the growth of budgets from 2008 to 2009. He cited the numbers based on the sub-
committee which was responsible for the appropriation. We have put his numbers on a slide on our website. You 
can find it here: http://www.afa.org/ProfessionalDevelopment/IssueBriefs/budgetstats.pdf  

The major point to take away from this slide is that most appropriations have grown by an average of 80 percent. 
So … how much is Defense spending expected to grow. The article at this link [as well as others] 
(http://www.afa.org/EdOp/2009/edop_3-10-09.asp) says it will increase by only 4%. This, when the economy needs 
help … and production lines of aircraft are preparing to shut down - which will eliminate key, high-paying 
manufacturing jobs. It is obvious to most that having been in constant combat for over 18 years … and with the 
average age of the fleet approaching one-quarter of a century, the Air Force … much like the Navy … needs to 
recapitalize. It will need funds and our support to do it.  

For your consideration.  

Mike  

Michael M. Dunn, Lt Gen (Ret)  
President/CEO 
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